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Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 

highest! - Psalm 118 

 
 
Dear Paw Creek, 
Greetings and blessings to us all. Each week brings new challenges, but also new and 
surprising ways in which we are able to rise and meet these unprecedented times. 
 
In our life as a church family we have begun to settle into these new patterns, but there 
are more changes ahead as we enter into the familiar rhythms of Palm Sunday, Holy 
Week and Easter in unfamiliar ways. And of course Easter week also brings memories of 
the family celebrations that will be different this year when we cannot gather in 
traditional ways. Our live-streaming schedule will include Palm Sunday worship, April 5 
at 11:00, Good Friday evening worship, April 10 at 7:00, and the Easter celebration on 
April 12 at 11:00. Continued thanks to the Worship Committee and our worship team for 
creative ideas. 
 
For Palm Sunday this week, we will have branches in the sanctuary, but we cannot 
distribute the palms for everyone to take home as we normally do. So here’s an idea that 
was passed on today from our Presbytery office: 
 
What if everyone on Sunday April 5th in the morning, put a branch on the door of their 

house or on the window, to celebrate Palm Sunday? 
 

It could be any green branch you can get. This would help, despite the social distancing, 
to be connected as we enter into the Holiest of Weeks. 

 
 
What a great idea and a great witness! As our neighbors get out for exercise and dog-
walking, they can see that our homes are places where the Palm Sunday story is being 
told and celebrated. If you can get hold of any kind of greenery, you can participate. And 
be sure to take a picture so we can document what we have done. 
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Don’t forget that we continue with good strong turnout for Sunday prayers each week at 
10:00 am and Bible Study on Wednesdays at 5:30 pm. If you still need to be added to 
the invitation for Zoom, contact Debbie Taylor or me. 
 
For this week, please remember these prayers that were collected in recent days: 
 
1. The news on Patrick and Courtney brings thanksgiving for prayers answered! 
Courtney continues to improve as she recovers at home after being released from the 
hospital earlier in the week, and Patrick is “on the mend” as well. Let us continue our 
prayers of thanks as they move quickly towards full recovery. 
 
2. Mary Ellen Edwards’s mother, Amy Eberhardt, is showing signs of improvement - far 
beyond the prognosis of a week ago. She is negative for the virus and remains in care as 
she regains strength. 
 
3. Kelly McGee will be induced into labor on Thursday morning, as she and Nick await 
the arrival of their daughter Kenley (Amy’s first grandchild AND Susan’s first great-
grandchild!). Updates will follow. 
 
4. These are the prayer requests we had in worship on Sunday: 
 
• Allen Wingate is being cared for at home; daughter Debbie has moved in to help with 
his care. 
 
• Susan Kenley tested negative for Covid-19 and is therefore able to continue her 
treatment routine with her oncologist. 
 
• Chester Brooks was in Huntersville Hospital with kidney stone issues. 
 
• And a celebration: Celia Gray’s brother just celebrated the first anniversary of his 
kidney transplant and is doing great! 
 
5. This update was shared during our Bible Study gathering on Wednesday evening: 
 
• Let us continue prayers for Frank Dale and his children, Jane and David, as they make 
decisions about a move from rehab to nursing care - especially hard in these days when 
they will not be able to visit facilities or see Frank before or after his move. 
 
6. And a personal thanks from Nell and me for your prayers as our daughter Amanda 
made the four day drive from Idaho. She arrived safely on Tuesday and will continue her 
classes on-line at home through the end of the semester. 
 
God brings new blessings each day - let us open our eyes to see them. Don’t forget to 
find a branch for the front door, if you are able to get out. See you on Palm Sunday. 
 

Blessings on us all,  
Elliott 



 


