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Welcome The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and 

 the Communion of the Holy Spirit are in our midst. Thanks be to God! 

Prelude Lord, Reign in Me arr. Jeff Nelson 

Call to Worship     Psalm 103 

 Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
  and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. 
 Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
  and forget not all the benefits of the LORD, 
 Bless the LORD, all you works of God, 
  in all places of God’s dominion; bless the LORD, O my soul. 

Hymn 435 There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, like the wideness of the sea. 
 There’s a kindness in God’s justice, which is more than liberty. 
There is no place where earth’s sorrows are more felt than up in heaven. 
 There is no place where earth’s failings have such kindly judgment given. 

For the love of God is broader than the measures of the mind. 
 And the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind. 
If our love were but more faithful, we would gladly trust God’s Word, 
 and our lives reflect thanksgiving for the goodness of our Lord. 

Prayer of the Day 

God of mercy: Help us to forgive, as you have forgiven us. Help us to trust you, even when hope is 
failing. Help us to take up our cross daily and follow you in your redeeming work. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 



 

 

Scripture Reading     Matthew 18: 21-35 

Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I 
forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his 
slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he 
could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and 
payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay 
you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that 
same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing 
him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay 
the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and 
reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I 
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as 
I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So 
my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 

Homily Life Together - the Forgiving 

Offertory Amazing Grace John Purifoy 

Prayers of God’s People 

Beginning with announcements and prayer concerns; and concluding with The Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn 441 Hear the Good News of Salvation 

Hear the good news of salvation: Jesus died to show God’s love. 
 Such great kindness! Such great mercy! Come to us from heaven above. 
Jesus Christ, how much I love you! Jesus Christ, you save from sin! 
 How I love you! Look upon me. Love me still and cleanse within. 

All the sins I have committed, to my Savior now I bring. 
 I bow down with tears of anguish; Christ forgives and so I sing: 
Jesus Christ, how much I love you! Jesus Christ, you save from sin! 
 How I love you! Look upon me. Love me still and cleanse within. 

Charge and Benediction 

Postlude Take My Life arr. Jeff Nelson 


