
 

 

Service for the Lord’s Day 
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Epiphany Sunday 
 

 

 

 

 

Preparatory Music We Bow Down and Worship You Lord arr. Mark Hayes 

Welcome The Good News of Christmas is this: 

 that the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all people. 
 All praise be to God! 

Prelude The Truth From Above / O King of Light and Splendor arr. Liz Story 

Call to Worship     Isaiah 60 

 Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
  and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
 For darkness shall cover the earth, 
  and thick darkness the peoples; 
 but the Lord will arise upon you, 
  and his glory will appear over you. 
 Nations shall come to your light, 
  and kings to the brightness of your dawn.  

Hymn 151 “We Three Kings of Orient Are” 

We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
 field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 
O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright, 
 westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 

Glorious now behold him arise, King and God and Sacrifice: 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Sounds through the earth and skies. 
O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright, 
 westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 



 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Lord God of the nations, we have seen the star of your glory rising in splendor. The radiance of your 
incarnate Word pierces the night that covers the earth and signals the dawn of justice and peace.  May 
his brightness illumine our lives and beckon all nations to walk as one in your light. We ask this through 
Jesus Christ your Word made flesh, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, in the splendor 
of eternal light, God forever and ever. Amen.  

Scripture Reading     Matthew 2: 1-12 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, 
and have come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah 
was to be born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

`And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’" 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had 
appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have 
found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." When they had heard the king, they set 
out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where 
the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, 
they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return 
to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

Hymn 157 “I Danced in the Morning”  

I danced in the morning when the world was begun, 
 and I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun, 
and I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth. 
 At Bethlehem I had my birth. 

Dance, then, wherever you may be; 
 I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, 
and I’ll lead you all, wherever you may be, 
 and I’ll lead you all in the dance, said he. 

Sermon The king has arrived 

Offertory Little Drummer Boy arr. Stanton Lanier 

 Offerings for God’s work through Paw Creek Church are gratefully received 
 in the baskets by the entrance and exits to the sanctuary, or by mail to the church office. 

 



 

 

Announcements and Prayer Concerns 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

Including the Lord’s Prayer, the Words of the Institution, and the sharing of the elements 

Hymn 260 “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” 

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; his the scepter, his the throne, 
 Alleluia! His the triumph, his the victory alone! 
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood: 
 “Jesus out of every nation has redeemed us by his blood.” 

Alleluia! King eternal, Lord omnipotent we own; 
 Alleluia! Born of Mary, earth your footstool, heaven your throne. 
As within the veil you entered, robed in flesh, our great high priest; 
 here on earth both priest and victim in the eucharistic feast. 

Charge and Benediction 

Postlude Behold That Star arr. Mark Hayes 
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