Service For The Lord’s Day
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 13, 2026 Eleven O'clock

Joys and Concerns Larry Ramsey
Moment for Mission Outreach Committee

Welcome into God’s House (responsive)

Leader: In fulfillment of Christ's promise, the Holy Spirit has been
poured out upon us.
People: We are part of God’s chosen people and our church has
been filled with His power.
Leader: We thank you, Heavenly Father, for sending your Holy Spirit
to us;
People: You have rekindled our faith and empowered us to
proclaim the glory of Christ!
Chimes of the Trinity
Prelude “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” arr. John Turner

Choral Introit “Shine, Jesus, Shine” (Hymn 192)

Call to Worship (Psalm 103)
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and forget not all the benefits of the Lord,
Bless the Lord, all you works of God in all places of God’s dominion;
bless the Lord, O my soul.

*Hymn 22 “God of the Sparrow”

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession (in unison)
Holy and gracious God, we confess to you our sinfulness. At times we feel so
frail and fragile. We are scared by the latest crisis in the news. We are alarmed
by our own short tempers and lack of patience. You call us to hold fast to what
is good, but so often we flounder in lukewarm faith. Help us, we pray, to instead
grow in faith. Help us to celebrate the good that You create in the world. Help us
to set aside all our jealousies and prejudices, our betrayals and lies, and all that
adds to the world’s hurt. Help us to grow even more into Christ’s likeness that
we will bear His love and truth to the world. In Jesus’ Name we pray, Amen.

(Silent Confession)

Assurance of Pardon
Response in Song: “'ve Got Peace like a River” (Hymn 623, Vs 1 - 2x)
I've got peace like a river; I've got peace like a river;
I've got peace like a river, in my soul.
I've got peace like a river; I've got peace like a river;
I've got peace like a river, in my soul.

Anthem “Lord, Work a Miracle” Pepper Choplin
You turned the water into wine. You opened the eyes of the blind.
You stilled the mighty winds and You calmed the angry sea.
Now Lord, work a miracle in me.
By Your hands the crowd was fed. You Spoke a word and raised the dead.
You saw a man in torment and set his spirit free.
Lord, work a miracle in me.
Lord, Change me, claim me as Your own. Make my heart Your Spirit's home.
| claim Your promise to all who believe so come and work a miracle in me.
O, Lord, please come, Lord, come.
Come, O Lord, swiftly come. In my life let Your will be done.
Make my life a blessing so others can see Your love, Your miracle in me.

Scripture Reading Romans 14:1-12

"Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over
opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those
who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass
judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass
judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And
they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.

5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be
alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day,
observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to
God; while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God.

"For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we
live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether
we die, we are the Lord's. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might
be Lord of both the dead and the living.

10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.
"For it is written, "As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every
tongue shall give praise to God." 12So then, each one of us will be held accountable to
God.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!
*Hymn 415 “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy”
Scripture for Sermon Luke 18:35-43
p

%As he approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside
begging. 3When he heard a crowd going by, he asked what was happening. 37They
told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” 38Then he shouted, “Jesus, Son of David,
have mercy on me!” 3Those who were in front sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he
shouted even more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 4Jesus stood still and
ordered the man to be brought to him, and when he came near, he asked him, 4"“What
do you want me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, let me see again.” 42Jesus said to him,
“‘Receive your sight; your faith has saved you.” 4immediately he regained his sight and
followed him, glorifying God, and all the people, when they saw it, praised God.

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise be to you, O Christ.
Sermon | Refuse To Stay Here Rev. Abdullah Birdsong

*Apostles’ Creed (in unison)

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to

judge the quick and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Giving of Tithes And Offerings

Offertory ‘My Faith Looks Up to Thee” arr. Tom Fettke
*Doxology “Old Hundredth” (Hymn 606)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Offertory Response

Leader: Lord, we give thanks for the blessings you have bestowed upon us. As
we offer these tithes and offerings, we do so with grateful hearts. May
this offering be used to further your kingdom.

People: Heavenly Father, guide us as we give today. Let our offerings be
used to fulfill your will and bring glory to your name.

Leader: Lord, we seek to put on the light of Christ in our lives, preparing
ourselves for sound living.

People: We want to live as close as possible to your heart, O God, and
seek to be the people of the light wearing your holy armor. Grant
us the sacred power of Christ in our daily life, we pray. AMEN

Pastoral Prayer (concluding with The Lord’s Prayer, in unison)

*Hymn 772 “Live into Hope”
*Charge and Benediction
*Response in Song Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” (Hymn 837, vs.1 & refrain)
What a fellowship, what a joy divine, leaning on the everlasting arms;
What a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
leaning on the everlasting arms.
Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms;
Leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms.
Postlude

‘O God Beyond All Praising” arr. Lloyd Larson

t Liturgist: Barbara Ullem

*Those who are able, please stand



Welcome to Paw Creek Presbyterian Church!

We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA), two centuries young and committed to living
out the Gospel today as we Seek, Serve, Praise and Love Christ. If you are a visitor today, we are
especially glad that you are here. We hope that you will leave us a record of your visit by completing a
visitor card and placing it in the offering plate . Feel free to contact Rev. Fred Grosse with questions or
prayer concerns at 704-607-2847. Please come again soon.

Worshipping On-Line

Our worship service is also streamed live each week, and is available to watch later in the week as
well. For Facebook and YouTube links, please visit pawcreekpc.org. When you worship with us from
home, you can use an on-line version of our Glory to God hymnal so that you can sing along or follow
the words to the hymns. For phone or tablet, search “Glory to God” in your app store. For computer, go
to hymnary.org/hymnal/GG2013 and click on the hymn number. Most hymns are available, although
there are a few that cannot be displayed due to copyright restriction.

Upcoming Sermon Title & Scriptures

Sunday, September 20
17th Sunday after Pentecost
Philippians 1:21-30; Exodus 16:2-15
“Hem and Haw and Sniff and Scurry and You”
Liturgist: Linda Riggins
Joys and Concerns: Jan Chapman

Attendance & Offerings

Sunday, September 6

Sunday School Attendance - n/a
Worship Attendance - 52
Offerings - $6,668.00

Guest Minister
Pease welcome back to the Pulpit this morning,
Rev. Abdullah Birdsong.

Social Media
If you have anything to advertise on social media,
please contact Stephanie Sudderth at
704-877-8499 or suddetim@outlook.com.

Prayer Garden
Honor your loved one in Paw Creek’s Memorial

Prayer Garden. Commemorate the life of
someone special with a brick paver. You can
personalize your message to honor or remember
a loved one or celebrate a special anniversary,
birthday or other life event. It will create a legacy
that will last forever.

Each brick paver cost $40.

Order forms available in the Narthex, Church
Office, and website.

Children Connecting with Christ (CCC)
Invitation to all school age
children and youth
Starting Wednesday, September 23, 2026
CCC will resume on Wednesday evenings from
5:30-7:30 p.m. at Paw Creek Presbyterian
Recreation in Gym 5:30-6:00
Supper in CFC from 6:00-6:30
Bible lessons, projects 6:30-7:30

Paw Creek Presbyterian Church Staff:

Transitional Minister .......c..cccoeennne

............................................................................................................ Rev. Dr. Fred Grosse

MUSIC DIFBCIOT ...t bbbt Mark Burleson
Office Manager ... Kim Whittington
Vide0Graphy COOTAINGLON. ..........uuruuriuririisrie ittt bbbt bbbt bbbttt Clint Shaw
The Session
Moderator: Fred Grosse Clerk: Karen Cathey General Treasurer: Danny McClure
Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028
Dickie Chapman Peggy Harrington Grady Cathey
Debbie McCord Wesley Johnston Karen Cathey
Ken Scott Danny McClure Larry Ramsey
Debbie Taylor Teresa Smith Stephanie Sudderth

Mission Team: Grady Cathey
Christian Education: Grady Cathey

Congregational Care: Amy McGee / Karen Cathey

Fellowship: Debbie McCord

Outreach: Ken Scott / Stephanie Sudderth

Worship: Larry Ramsey

Committee Chairs
Resource Team: Debbie Taylor
Administration: Peggy Harrington / Debbie Taylor
Finance: Teresa Smith
Property: Dickie Chapman / Wesley Johnston
Cemetery Superintendent: Phillip McCord

Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC)

Grady Cathey 704-650-2533
Peggy Harrington 704-968-9733
Wesley Johnston 704-930-1360
Danny McClure 704-451-7469
Stephanie Sudderth ~ 704-877-8499

Sunday School Officers: Sarah Kendrick / Jim Stogner

Sunday School Classes: Missions & New Covenant

Children’s OQutreach Ministry: Jan Chapman / Celia Gray / Barbara Ullem

Moderator: Karen Turner
Treasurer: Vicki Ramsey

Backpack Buddies: Teresa Painter, Belinda Springs, Jan & Carol Chapman

Presbyterian Women
Secretary: Donna Hall
Historian: Dina Salvo
Special Givings: Celia Gray

Church Calendar

Sunday, September 13
9:45am  Sunday School

11:00am  Worship - Rev. Abdullah Birdsong

Monday, September 14

Revised Common Lectionary
Looking to deepen your spiritual direction by
attending to daily or weekly readings of Holy
Scripture? The Revised Common Lectionary is a
three-year cycle of weekly lections used to vary-
ing degrees by the vast majority of mainline
Protestant churches. The RCL is built around the
seasons of the Church Year, and includes four
lections for each Sunday, as well as additional
readings for major feast days. Follow this link for
the RCL-
Presbyterian Mission Agency Revised Common
Lectionary | Presbyterian Mission Agency

Dismissal/Parent pick-up 7:30 *Church Office Closed
We're excited about the CCC program returning 6:15pm  Cardio Fight Class
with Madeleine Clark as our Children and Youth 6:45pm  Girl Scouts
ministries leader! Tuesday, September 15
Thank you for your prayers and support of this *Church Office Closed
outreach ministry to help Children and Youth 9:00am  Exercise Class
. . 7:00pm  Men's Basketball
Connect with Christ!
Wednesday, September 16
*Church Office Closed
Happy Hearts Event 6:00pm  Pickle Ball
. ngnesday, September 23, 2026 Thursdav. September 17
Meeting Time: 9:20 AM (The bus departs from the —L_p—*Church Office Closed
church at 9:30 AM) 7:00am  Men'’s Bible Study
Our September adventure takes us to downtown 9:00am  Exercise Class
Kings Mountain for a guided tour of the Kings 6:30pm  Choir Practice

Mountain Historical Museum. The current exhibit
is "Choosing Sides: The Catawba Nation and the
Fight for Independence." Afterward, we will walk

across the street to visit the Nutty for Nutcrackers
Museum, the largest nutcracker museum east of
the Mississippi, featuring over 5,000 nutcrackers.

Following the tours, we will have lunch at 133
West. Admission to both museums is free, though
donations are welcome. The only cost for this trip
is your lunch and any museum donations.

Please RSVP to Vicki Ramsey at 704-281-2836
by Sunday, September 20th.

Friday, September 18
10:00am Pickle Ball Game

Saturday, September 19
9:00am
10:30am  Stitches for Missions

Sunday, September 20
9:45am  Sunday School

11:00am  Worship

12:30pm  Stated Session Meeting

Monday, September 21
12:00pm Newsletter Deadline

6:15pm  Cardio Fight Class

Fight Your Core Class

Tuesday, September 22

9:00am  Exercise Class
1:00pm  Spirituality Class Il
3:00pm  Reading Program
7:00pm  Men’s Basketball

Wednesday, September 23
*Newsletter

12:00pm Bulletin Deadline
5:30pm CCC

Thursday, September 24
7:00am  Men’s Bible Study
9:00am  Exercise Class
6:30pm  Choir Practice

Friday, September 25
10:00am Pickle Ball Game

Saturday, September 26
9:00am  Fight Your Core Class

Sunday, September 27
9:45am  Sunday School
11:00am  Worship

Monday, September 28
6:15pm  Cardio Fight Class
6:45pm  Girl Scouts

Tuesday, September 29

9:00am  Exercise Class
1:00pm  Spirituality Class Il
3:00pm  Reading Program
7:00pm  Men’s Basketball

Wednesday, September 30
12:00pm Bulletin Deadline

5:30pm CCC
6:30pm  Spirituality Class II
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