Service for the Lord’s Day
Paw Creek Presbyterian Church • May 24, 2020
The Seventh Sunday of Easter

Welcome
Prelude

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and
the Communion of the Holy Spirit is in our midst. Thanks be to God!
All Creatures of Our God and King

Call to Worship

Psalm 66
Be joyful in God, all you lands;
sing the glory of God’s name;
sing the glory of God’s praise.
Come now and see the works of God.
Bless our God, you peoples;
make the voice of praise to be heard.
How wonderful God’s actions toward all people.

Hymn 611

arr. Stanton Lanier

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee
Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love!
Hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away.
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day.
All thy works with joy surround thee; earth and heaven reflect thy rays;
stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea,
chanting bird and flowing fountain, call us to rejoice in thee.
Mortals, join the happy chorus which the morning stars began.
Love divine is reigning o’er us, joining all in heaven’s plan.
Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife.
Joyful music leads us sunward in the triumph song of life.

Prayer of the Day
Risen Christ, may we who in baptism die to sin, rise again to new life and find our place in your living
body. May the new covenant sealed in your blood bring healing and reconciliation to this wounded
world. Alleluia! You are risen. We are risen with you. Praise and glory to the living God. Amen.

Scripture Reading

Acts 17: 22-31

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every
way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them
an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to
you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in
shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he
himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit
the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they
would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is
not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own
poets have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’
Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image
formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now
he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world
judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by
raising him from the dead.”

Homily

God will find a way

Offertory

Blessings
Laura Story
In the beauty of music, let us turn our hearts to thanksgiving for all God’s bounty
as we think of gifts of action, kindness and caring that we can offer to God in the coming week.

Prayers of God’s People
Beginning with announcements and prayer concerns; and concluding with The Lord’s Prayer

Hymn 450

Be Thou My Vision

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart: naught be all else to me, save that thou art;
thou my best thought, by day or by night, waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.
Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise; thou mine inheritance, now and always;
thou and thou only, first in my heart, High King of Heaven, my treasure thou art.
High King of Heaven, my victory won, may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

Charge and Benediction
Let us now be active in the world in peace and be of good courage;
holding fast to what is good; rendering to no one evil for evil;
strengthening the fainthearted; supporting the weak,
helping the afflicted, honoring all people;
loving and serving the Lord, and rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Postlude

For the Beauty of the Earth

arr. Brian Howell

