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From deepest darkness to the most brilliant light -  
the journey of Holy Week and Easter  

 
 
Dear Paw Creek, 

I am writing to you on the Wednesday of Holy Week. Tonight will also be the first night of Passover, when our brothers and 
sisters in the Jewish community will gather to celebrate the seder meal. Every year at the seder it is traditional for the youngest 
child in the gathered family to ask four questions, which prompt the telling of the story of the Exodus. The first question is: “How is 
this night different from all other nights?” (The answer describes the unleavened bread and other foods, and explains what they 
represent.) But surely tonight, even as the traditional answers are recited, the question will also remind everyone of the innumera-
ble changes that have come in all of our lives over the last four weeks. Tonight’s seder will indeed be different from all other se-
ders, with families gathering by phone or videoconference, or perhaps not able to gather at all. 

And by the same token as this week goes on, for those of us who have been accustomed to the rhythms of Holy Week and 
Easter, our days will be different as well. 

How is this Maundy Thursday different from all other Maundy Thursdays? At Paw Creek we will not attempt to recreate our 
traditional table fellowship. This service for many years has been a moving way to be together and share the intimacy of the meal 
that Jesus had with his disciples. We will not share the meal this year, but will look forward to next year, when we can again be 
together, shoulder to shoulder in one place. 

How is this Good Friday different from all other Good Fridays? Our tenebrae  service will proceed at 7:00 pm via Facebook 
and YouTube. Although not together in one place, from each of our homes we will hear again the story of Jesus’s last hours and 
pause in quietness to reflect on all the meaning that his sacrifice has for us as we serve him in these days. 

How is this Easter Sunday different from all other Easter Sundays? It will follow the pattern of the last few weeks, with wor-
ship at 11:00 am, again via Facebook and YouTube. We will not raise our voices together to shout “Alleluia”, but we will raise them 
in our homes and in our hearts. We will not sing together “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”, but we will remember those words and 
hear that music. We will miss terribly the singing of our choir, but will joyfully await to hear their voices again when the time is 
right. We will share in the beauty of the Easter flowers as they bedeck our sanctuary. And most of all, we will proclaim the Gospel 
of Resurrection and cling to its promises as the strength of our risen Savior holds us fast in these days. 

This will not be the year when Easter failed to happen. It will be the year when Easter happens with more hope and promise 
than ever before. 

           I hope this Holy Week letter finds our church family bearing up in these days with God’s help and good blessings. Please 
don’t forget that, in addition to the worship services listed above (check the church website at pawcreekpc.org for the appropriate 
links) we have Bible Study on Wednesdays at 5:30 pm and Prayer Group on Sundays at 10:00 am, both via Zoom. If you need the 
invitation and log-in information, please contact Debbie Taylor or me. 

           Also, remember that the flowers which we will see in the sanctuary on Sunday are provided through your generous memorial 
and honorarium gifts - the list of those being honored is attached to today’s letter. The flowers will be planted in the church garden 
in the coming weeks. If you requested an Easter lily to take home, arrangements for picking it up will be announced on Sunday. 

Thanks to all who posted pictures of your Palm Sunday greenery last week. There is a sampling of those pictures attached to to-
day’s letter. 

Looking ahead to after Easter, on Sunday, April 19 our worship service will include celebration of the Lord’s Supper. Although 
we generally find that the sacrament is most meaningful when we are able to be together in person, in this time of distancing we 
will cross the lines of what is traditional to have an on-line celebration (this kind of celebration has been endorsed by the Office of 
Worship and Theology of the Presbyterian Church (USA) to accommodate our needs in this extraordinary time.) 
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During worship on the 19th, after the words of the communion liturgy, everyone will be invited to partake of bread and juice 
at home. To make this easier, we have prepackaged communion kits available, each with a wafer and a small cup of juice. Kim and 
Dennis Whittington have very generously volunteered to deliver these kits to anyone who lives in Mecklenburg County within ap-
proximately a five-mile radius of the church. If you are not in that area, you can simply have a bit of bread and juice (or any bever-
age) ready for your household before you watch the service. 

If you wish to have communion elements delivered during the week after Easter, please reply to Kim at the church email 
address or church telephone number (at the top of this letter) by Monday evening, April 13. Specify how many kits you need and 
include your address. Kim and Dennis will leave an envelope at your front door some day later in the week (probably Thursday, if 
the weather is good, but at any rate prior to Sunday). Again, many thanks to Kim and Dennis for offering to serve our congregation 
in this way! 

One final word of scheduling: with so much else being disrupted, the Men of the Church have decided to cancel the annual 
Church Fish Fry, originally planned for Saturday, May 2. It will not be rescheduled for this year, but we look forward to reclaiming 
this tradition in 2021. 

For this holy week, please remember these prayers that were collected in recent days: 

1. We continue to have encouraging news from Patrick and Courtney McCarthy. Both have been released from quaran-
tine and will continue sheltering at home with all the rest of us. Prayers of thanksgiving and continued strength. 

2. Susan Kenley has been experiencing pain and discomfort this week; she was seen for tests on Wednesday and is 
waiting for results via teleconference with her oncologist. Let us pray for good treatment and quick relief. 

3. Mike Johnson had surgery on Wednesday for kidney stones. As we await word from him, we pray a speedy and full 
recovery. 

4. Lovelee Steele was hospitalized on Sunday and had additional surgery for on-going intestinal issues. We pray for her 
early release from the hospital and full recovery. 

5. Mary Ellen Edwards’s mother, Amy Eberhardt, again is having a week of ups and downs, but generally far better than 
the prognosis of not so long ago. Let us uphold them all in the days ahead. 

6. We rejoice in the safe birth of two new babies to families in our church, both on Friday, April 3: 

• Kenley Anne McGee, daughter of Nick and Kelly - granddaughter of Amy McGee, great-granddaughter of 
Susan Kenley. 

• Rhett Allen Winchester, son of Lauren and Troy - grandson of Debbie Wingate - great-grandson of Allen and 
Laura Wingate. 

7. These are the prayer requests we had in worship on Sunday 

• Gail Bryant’s sister Vade was in the hospital in Kentucky last week, and is now being cared for at home. 

• Vickie Joy is having medical tests this week. 

• Ken Smith continues in care at Courtland Terrace in Gastonia; has now been moved to from rehab to skilled 
care. 

• John Slater, father of Wendy Kemp, is hospitalized after a fall. 

• Neighborhood resident Bryan Park died last week after contracting Covid-19. Let us remember his wife and 
children in prayer. 

• Continued prayers for medical workers, and all those who have been affected, both medically and financially, 
in these days. 

8. These updates were shared during our Bible Study gathering on Wednesday evening: 

• As Frank Dale’s condition has improved, he was released from nursing care to continue PT and OT at home. 

• Gail Bryant reports that her sister Vade’s recovery from hospitalization in Kentucky is going better than ex-
pected. 

• Vickie Joy asks us to remember her co-worker Donna Stallings, who has been home for two weeks with the 
coronavirus. 

For eyes to see the bounty of God’s goodness this week and always, let us pray with thanksgiving to the Lord. 

          Blessings on us all, 

          Elliott 



Service for the Lord’s Day 

Paw Creek Presbyterian Church • April 12, 2020 
Easter Sunday - The Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Welcome Alleluia! Christ is Risen! Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Prelude Christ Arose arr. Larry Shackley 

Call to Worship    The Easter Greeting 

Grace and Peace to you from Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ: On this most holy morning in which Jesus Christ passed over from death to life, we gather as 
the church to pray and to watch for the dawning of his triumph and resurrection. We join with the whole company of 
God’s people in heaven and on earth to recall and celebrate his victory over death, and our deliverance from the 
bondage of sin and death to everlasting light. 

Therefore hear the word of God: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God . . . 
In him was life, and the life was the light of all people.The light shines in the darkness, and darkness has not overcome 
it.” 

Hymn Jesus Christ is Risen Today 

Jesus Christ is risen today, But the pains which he endured, 
 our triumphant holy day,  our salvation hath procured. 
who did once upon the cross, Now above the sky he’s King, 
 suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia!  where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 
 
Hymns of praise then let us sing, Sing we to our God above, 
 unto Christ, our heavenly king,  praise eternal as his love. 
who endured the cross and grave, Praise our God, ye heavenly host, 
 sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia!  Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 

Easter Prayer of the Day 

Glorious Lord of life, by the mighty resurrection of your Son you overcame the old order of sin and death to make 
all things new in him. Grant that we who celebrate with joy Christ’s rising from the dead may be raised from the 
death of sin to the life of righteousness. Through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen.  

The Story of Liberation 

Old Testament Reading     Exodus 14 -15, selected verses 

 The Egyptians pursued the Israelites, all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots, his chariot drivers and his army; they over-
took them camped by the sea, by Pi-hahiroth, in front of Baal-zephon. As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked 
back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. 

 But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish 
for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again. The Lord will fight for you, and you 
have only to keep still.” Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. 
But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the 
sea on dry ground. 

 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and 
turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the wa-
ters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after 
them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. 



 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back upon the 
Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the 
sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. 

 But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on 
their left. Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the sea-
shore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and be-
lieved in the Lord and in his servant Moses. 

 Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord: “I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; 
horse and rider he has thrown into the sea. The Lord is my strength and my might, and he has become my salva-
tion; this is my God, and I will praise him, my father’s God, and I will exalt him.  

Gospel Reading     Matthew 28: 1-10 

 After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the 
tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and 
rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of 
him the guards shook and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that 
you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place 
where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going 
ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” So they left the tomb quickly with fear 
and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, 
took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go 
to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

Hymn Thine is the Glory arr. Lani Smith 

Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son; 
 endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 
 kept the folded graveclothes where thy body lay. 

Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son; 
 endless is the victory thou o’e death hast won. 

Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 
 lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom. 
Let the church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 
 for the Lord now liveth; death hath lost its sting. 

Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son; 
 endless is the victory thou o’e death hast won. 

Homily Jesus chose the cross 

Offertory I Will Rise arr. Mary McDonald 

In the beauty of music, let us turn our hearts to thanksgiving for all God’s bounty as we think of gifts of ac-
tion, kindness and caring that we can offer to God in the coming week. 

Prayers of God’s People 

Beginning with announcements and prayer concerns; and concluding with The Lord’s Prayer 

Charge and Benediction 

May the God of peace, who raised to life the great Shepherd of the sheep, make us ready to do his well in every good 
thing, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. 

Postlude He is Risen arr. Hugh S. Livingston, Jr. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EASTER FLOWER GARDEN DONATIONS 

 
    Given in Memory of:    By: ______________________________ 

   Joe Adkins     The Family 

   John & Flossie Adkins    The Family 

   Grady Alexander     Shelby & Stephanie Alexander 

   Gary Bryant     Zoey Bryant 

   Jillian Cashion     The Cashion Family 

   Blair & Lib Cathey     The Family 

   Harold Caudill     The Family  

   Grover Elliott     Debbie & Phillip McCord 

   Evans & Lillie Johnston    The Family 

   Kate Lowery Jones     Gerri Ann Smith Shaw 

   Kelley Longshore     The Cashion Family 

   Lily McCord     Phillip, Debbie & Hannah-Ashland McCord 

   Lloyd & Ashland McCord    Debbie & Phillip McCord 

   Paul & Hannah McCord    Debbie & Phillip McCord 

   Elizabeth Rettew     Anna Rettew & Jane Pulley 

   Richard Rettew     Anna Rettew & Jane Pulley 

   Hugh & Burrell Ross     The Family 

   Will & Emma Rozzelle    The Family 

   Mary & Ed Rozzelle     The Family 

   Kay Scearce     Debbie Taylor 

   Flavy Brittain Smith     Gerri Ann Smith Shaw 

   David Ullem     Barbara Ullem 

   Marilyn Vane     Barbara Ullem 

 
    Given in Honor of:     By: _____________________________ 

  Patricia Echerd     Shelby Alexander 

  Margie Caudill     The Family 

  Miriam Childress     Tanya & Brian Gross 

 



P aw  C r ee k   
P re sb yt e r i an  C hu rch  

Lord, we thank you for... 

P.O.BOX 64 
Paw Creek, NC  28130-0064 

Seek ........................... Matthew 6:33 

Serve........................ 1 Samuel 12:24 

Praise ............................ Psalm 111:1 

Love Christ! .....................1 John 4:12 

 

Have a Prayer Request?  To put someone on 

our prayer chain, obtain permission from 

the person or family involved, then call: 

Judy Smith (704) 392-2892 

-or- 

Ann Cashion (704) 301-0126 

 

Know someone Who Needs a Visit?  Please 

contact the Church Office or Rev. Elliott Hipp 

(704) 392-0329 

Paw Creek Cathey House 
Chapman House Chapman House 

Paw Creek 

Gray House 

Hall House Kenley/McGee House Riggins House Taylor House 


