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Advent is the season of hope and longing. Each year at Advent we remember that God has  

a plan for our world and that God’s plan will be fulfilled by the Messiah who brings  

us salvation and righteousness. 

 

The Old Testament stories tell us about God’s plan, which has remained the same  

since the beginning of creation. In Isaiah we read that the plan involves a descendant  

of King David and his family. Speaking of David’s father, Jesse, Isaiah writes “a shoot  

shall come out from the stump of Jesse.” The “Jesse Tree” is designed to honor Jesse  

and his lineage - to remember all the times that God has promised the Messiah and  

all the times that God has moved us closer to the coming of the Messiah. 

 

The Jesse Tree is based on 24 stories from the Old and New Testaments - one story  

for each day of Advent. We are invited to read and ponder these stories, one each  

day. Think about how each story reflects God’s plan and the work that God was doing  

to prepare for the Messiah. The Presbyterian Women of our church have created ornaments  

that represent each story. Those ornaments will be placed on the Jesse Tree in our  

sanctuary throughout the Sundays of Advent. They will help remind us of the stories  

that we are reading and pondering. When we come to Christmas Eve, the ornaments on  

the tree will be a sign to us of all that God has done. The final ornament, of a baby in  

a manger, will be a sign that the Messiah has arrived and dwells among us. 

 

May this season of Advent, and the retelling of God’s stories, bring blessing and hope  

to us all. Hallelujah! 
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December 1 The Stump of Jesse Isaiah 11: 1-5 

 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
or decide by what his ears hear; 

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 

Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.  
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December 2 Creation Genesis 1: 1-31 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness 

covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there 
be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the dark-
ness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, 
the first day. 

And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 
So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above 
the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second 
day. 

And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” 
And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And 
God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees 
of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants 
yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 

And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let them be 
for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon 
the earth.” And it was so. God made the two great lights – the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to 
rule the night – and the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the 
day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 

And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across 
the dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, 
with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed 
them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there 
was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.  

 

 

(Continued) 
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And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild 
animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the 
cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.  

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” So God created humankind in his image, in the 
image of God he created them; male and female he created them. God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be 
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds 
of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have given you every plant 
yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for 
food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, 
everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. God saw everything 
that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.  
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December 3 The Fall Genesis 3: 1-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. He said to the 
woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may 
eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle 
of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’ ” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; for 
God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree 
was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who 
was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they 
sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 

They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man 
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD 
God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?”  
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December 4 Noah and the Ark Genesis 6-9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Then the LORD said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I have seen that you alone are 
righteous before me in this generation. Take with you seven pairs of all clean animals, the male and its mate; and 
a pair of the animals that are not clean, the male and its mate; and seven pairs of the birds of the air also, male 
and female, to keep their kind alive on the face of all the earth. For in seven days I will send rain on the earth for 
forty days and forty nights; and every living thing that I have made I will blot out from the face of the ground.” And 
Noah did all that the LORD had commanded him and the rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights. 

At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made and sent out the raven; and it 
went to and fro until the waters were dried up from the earth. Then he sent out the dove from him, to see if the 
waters had subsided from the face of the ground; but the dove found no place to set its foot, and it returned to 
him to the ark, for the waters were still on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took it and 
brought it into the ark with him. He waited another seven days, and again he sent out the dove from the ark; 11 
and the dove came back to him in the evening, and there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf; so Noah 
knew that the waters had subsided from the earth. Then he waited another seven days, and sent out the dove; 
and it did not return to him anymore. 

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and 
your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and 
every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never 
again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 
God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with 
you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between 
me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my 
covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again 
become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting 
covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the 
sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 
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December 5 The Call to Abram Genesis 12: 1-7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land 
that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you 
will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when 
he departed from Haran. Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot, and all the possessions that they 
had gathered, and the persons whom they had acquired in Haran; and they set forth to go to the land of Canaan. 
When they had come to the land of Canaan, Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak 
of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. Then the LORD appeared to Abram, and said, “To your 
offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 
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December 6 The Covenant with Abraham Genesis 15: 1-6 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; 

your reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, 
and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a 
slave born in my house is to be my heir.” But the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; 
no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and 
count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” And he 
believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.  
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December 7 The Covenant with Jacob Genesis 28: 10-22 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. He came to a certain place and stayed there for the night, 

because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that 
place. And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside him and said, “I am the LORD, 
the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your 
offspring; and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your 
offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I 
will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, “Surely 
the LORD is in this place— and I did not know it!” And he was afraid, and said, “How awesome is this place! This 
is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 

So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up for a 
pillar and poured oil on the top of it. He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first. Then 
Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread 
to eat and clothing to wear, so that I come again to my father’s house in peace, then the LORD shall be my God, 
and this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God’s house; and of all that you give me I will surely give 
one-tenth to you.” 
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December 8 The Wolf and the Lamb Isaiah 11: 6-9 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
and a little child shall lead them. 

 
The cow and the bear shall graze, 
their young shall lie down together; 

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
 

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 

They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

as the waters cover the sea. 
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December 9 The Exodus Exodus 14: 15-25 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But you lift up 
your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry 
ground. Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory 
for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that 
I am the LORD, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.” 

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the pillar of 
cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the 
army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the 
other all night. 

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a strong east wind all 
night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry 
ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into 
the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the LORD in the 
pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged 
their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the 
LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.” 
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December 10 The Ten Commandments Exodus 20: 1-17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then God spoke all these words: 

I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have 
no other gods before me. 

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on 
the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I 
the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth 
generation of those who reject me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love 
me and keep my commandments. 

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit anyone who 
misuses his name. 

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work. But the seventh 
day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any work – you, your son or your daughter, your male or 
female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, 
the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and 
consecrated it. 

Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is 
giving you. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, 
or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
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December 11 The Fall of Jericho Joshua 6: 1-21 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now Jericho was shut up inside and out because of the Israelites; no one came out and no one went in. The 
LORD said to Joshua, “See, I have handed Jericho over to you, along with its king and soldiers. You shall march 
around the city, all the warriors circling the city once. Thus you shall do for six days, with seven priests bearing 
seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark. On the seventh day you shall march around the city seven times, 
the priests blowing the trumpets. When they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, as soon as you hear the 
sound of the trumpet, then all the people shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city will fall down flat, 
and all the people shall charge straight ahead.” So Joshua son of Nun summoned the priests and said to them, 
“Take up the ark of the covenant, and have seven priests carry seven trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark 
of the LORD.” To the people he said, “Go forward and march around the city; have the armed men pass on before 
the ark of the LORD.” 

As Joshua had commanded the people, the seven priests carrying the seven trumpets of rams’ horns before 
the LORD went forward, blowing the trumpets, with the ark of the covenant of the LORD following them. And the 
armed men went before the priests who blew the trumpets; the rear guard came after the ark, while the trumpets 
blew continually. To the people Joshua gave this command: “You shall not shout or let your voice be heard, nor 
shall you utter a word, until the day I tell you to shout. Then you shall shout.” So the ark of the LORD went around 
the city, circling it once; and they came into the camp, and spent the night in the camp. 

Then Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the ark of the LORD. The seven priests carrying 
the seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the LORD passed on, blowing the trumpets continually. The 
armed men went before them, and the rear guard came after the ark of the LORD, while the trumpets blew con-
tinually. On the second day they marched around the city once and then returned to the camp. They did this for 
six days. 

On the seventh day they rose early, at dawn, and marched around the city in the same manner seven times. 
It was only on that day that they marched around the city seven times. And at the seventh time, when the priests 
had blown the trumpets, Joshua said to the people, “Shout! For the LORD has given you the city. The city and all 
that is in it shall be devoted to the LORD for destruction. Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are with her in her 
house shall live because she hid the messengers we sent. As for you, keep away from the things devoted to 
destruction, so as not to covet and take any of the devoted things and make the camp of Israel an object for 
destruction, bringing trouble upon it. But all silver and gold, and vessels of bronze and iron, are sacred to the 
LORD; they shall go into the treasury of the LORD.” So the people shouted, and the trumpets were blown. As soon 
as the people heard the sound of the trumpets, they raised a great shout, and the wall fell down flat; so the people 
charged straight ahead into the city and captured it. Then they devoted to destruction by the edge of the sword 
all in the city, both men and women, young and old, oxen, sheep, and donkeys. 
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December 12 The Story of Ruth Ruth 2:1 - 4:6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now Naomi had a kinsman on her husband’s side, a prominent rich man, of the family of Elimelech, whose 
name was Boaz. And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let me go to the field and glean among the ears of grain, 
behind someone in whose sight I may find favor.” She said to her, “Go, my daughter.” So she went. She came 
and gleaned in the field behind the reapers. As it happened, she came to the part of the field belonging to Boaz, 
who was of the family of Elimelech. Just then Boaz came from Bethlehem. He said to the reapers, “The LORD be 
with you.” They answered, “The LORD bless you.” Then Boaz said to his servant who was in charge of the reapers, 
“To whom does this young woman belong?” The servant who was in charge of the reapers answered, “She is the 
Moabite who came back with Naomi from the country of Moab. She said, ‘Please, let me glean and gather among 
the sheaves behind the reapers.’ So she came, and she has been on her feet from early this morning until now, 
without resting even for a moment.” 

Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Now listen, my daughter, do not go to glean in another field or leave this one, but 
keep close to my young women. Keep your eyes on the field that is being reaped, and follow behind them. I have 
ordered the young men not to bother you. If you get thirsty, go to the vessels and drink from what the young men 
have drawn.” Then she fell prostrate, with her face to the ground, and said to him, “Why have I found favor in 
your sight, that you should take notice of me, when I am a foreigner?” But Boaz answered her, “All that you have 
done for your mother-in-law since the death of your husband has been fully told me, and how you left your father 
and mother and your native land and came to a people that you did not know before. May the LORD reward you 
for your deeds, and may you have a full reward from the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have 
come for refuge!” Then she said, “May I continue to find favor in your sight, my lord, for you have comforted me 
and spoken kindly to your servant, even though I am not one of your servants.” 

At mealtime Boaz said to her, “Come here, and eat some of this bread, and dip your morsel in the sour wine.” 
So she sat beside the reapers, and he heaped up for her some parched grain. She ate until she was satisfied, 
and she had some left over. When she got up to glean, Boaz instructed his young men, “Let her glean even 
among the standing sheaves, and do not reproach her. You must also pull out some handfuls for her from the 
bundles, and leave them for her to glean, and do not rebuke her.”  

So she gleaned in the field until evening. Then she beat out what she had gleaned, and it was about an 
ephah of barley. She picked it up and came into the town, and her mother-in-law saw how much she had gleaned. 
Then she took out and gave her what was left over after she herself had been satisfied. Her mother-in-law said 
to her, “Where did you glean today? And where have you worked? Blessed be the man who took notice of you.”  

(Continued) 
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So she told her mother-in-law with whom she had worked, and said, “The name of the man with whom I 
worked today is Boaz.” Then Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, “Blessed be he by the LORD, whose kindness 
has not forsaken the living or the dead!” Naomi also said to her, “The man is a relative of ours, one of our nearest 
kin.” Then Ruth the Moabite said, “He even said to me, ‘Stay close by my servants, until they have finished all 
my harvest.’ ” Naomi said to Ruth, her daughter-in-law, “It is better, my daughter, that you go out with his young 
women, otherwise you might be bothered in another field.” So she stayed close to the young women of Boaz, 
gleaning until the end of the barley and wheat harvests; and she lived with her mother-in-law.  

Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, “My daughter, I need to seek some security for you, so that it may be 
well with you. Now here is our kinsman Boaz, with whose young women you have been working. See, he is 
winnowing barley tonight at the threshing floor. Now wash and anoint yourself, and put on your best clothes and 
go down to the threshing floor; but do not make yourself known to the man until he has finished eating and 
drinking. When he lies down, observe the place where he lies; then, go and uncover his feet and lie down; and 
he will tell you what to do.” She said to her, “All that you tell me I will do.”  

So she went down to the threshing floor and did just as her mother-in-law had instructed her. When Boaz 
had eaten and drunk, and he was in a contented mood, he went to lie down at the end of the heap of grain. Then 
she came stealthily and uncovered his feet, and lay down. At midnight the man was startled, and turned over, 
and there, lying at his feet, was a woman! He said, “Who are you?” And she answered, “I am Ruth, your servant; 
spread your cloak over your servant, for you are next-of-kin.” He said, “May you be blessed by the LORD, my 
daughter; this last instance of your loyalty is better than the first; you have not gone after young men, whether 
poor or rich. And now, my daughter, do not be afraid, I will do for you all that you ask, for all the assembly of my 
people know that you are a worthy woman. But now, though it is true that I am a near kinsman, there is another 
kinsman more closely related than I. Remain this night, and in the morning, if he will act as next-of-kin for you, 
good; let him do it. If he is not willing to act as next-of-kin for you, then, as the LORD lives, I will act as next-of-kin 
for you. Lie down until the morning.” 

So she lay at his feet until morning, but got up before one person could recognize another; for he said, “It 
must not be known that the woman came to the threshing floor.” Then he said, “Bring the cloak you are wearing 
and hold it out.” So she held it, and he measured out six measures of barley, and put it on her back; then he went 
into the city. She came to her mother-in-law, who said, “How did things go with you, my daughter?” Then she told 
her all that the man had done for her, saying, “He gave me these six measures of barley, for he said, ‘Do not go 
back to your mother-in-law empty-handed.’ ” She replied, “Wait, my daughter, until you learn how the matter turns 
out, for the man will not rest, but will settle the matter today.” 

No sooner had Boaz gone up to the gate and sat down there than the next-of-kin, of whom Boaz had spoken, 
came passing by. So Boaz said, “Come over, friend; sit down here.” And he went over and sat down. Then Boaz 
took ten men of the elders of the city, and said, “Sit down here”; so they sat down. He then said to the next-of-
kin, “Naomi, who has come back from the country of Moab, is selling the parcel of land that belonged to our 
kinsman Elimelech. So I thought I would tell you of it, and say: Buy it in the presence of those sitting here, and in 
the presence of the elders of my people. If you will redeem it, redeem it; but if you will not, tell me, so that I may 
know; for there is no one prior to you to redeem it, and I come after you.” So he said, “I will redeem it.” Then Boaz 
said, “The day you acquire the field from the hand of Naomi, you are also acquiring Ruth the Moabite, the widow 
of the dead man, to maintain the dead man’s name on his inheritance.” At this, the next-of-kin said, “I cannot 
redeem it for myself without damaging my own inheritance. Take my right of redemption yourself, for I cannot 
redeem it.” 
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December 13 The Anointing of David I Samuel 16: 1-13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over Israel. 
Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king 
among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a 
heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you 
what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what the LORD com-
manded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come 
peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to 
the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’S anointed is now before the LORD.” But 
the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected 
him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the 
heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen 
this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” Jesse 
made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” 
Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping 
the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” He 
sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise 
and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his 
brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and 
went to Ramah. 

 
  

 



 17 

December 14 The Story of Jonah Jonah 2: 1-10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the belly of the fish, saying, 

 
“I called to the Lord out of my distress, 

and he answered me; 
out of the belly of Sheol I cried, 

and you heard my voice. 
 

You cast me into the deep, 
into the heart of the seas, 

and the flood surrounded me; 
all your waves and your billows passed over me. 

 
Then I said, ‘I am driven away from your sight; 
how shall I look again upon your holy temple?’ 

 
The waters closed in over me; 

the deep surrounded me; 
weeds were wrapped around my head 

at the roots of the mountains. 
 

I went down to the land whose bars 
closed upon me forever; 

yet you brought up my life from the Pit, 
O Lord my God. 

 
As my life was ebbing away, 

I remembered the Lord; 
and my prayer came to you, 

into your holy temple. 
 

(Continued) 
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Those who worship vain idols 
forsake their true loyalty. 

But I with the voice of thanksgiving 
will sacrifice to you; 

what I have vowed I will pay. 
Deliverance belongs to the Lord!” 

Then the LORD spoke to the fish, and it spewed Jonah out upon the dry land.  



 19 

December 15 John the Baptist Matthew 3: 1-6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

  
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight.’ ” 

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild 
honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 
and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
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December 16 “Comfort my people” Isaiah 40: 1-11 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 
 

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and cry to her that she has served her term, 

that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the LORD’S hand double for all her sins. 

 
A voice cries out: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be lifted up, 
and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 
and the rough places a plain. 

 
Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

and all people shall see it together, 
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

 
A voice says, “Cry out!” 

And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
All people are grass, 

their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
The grass withers, the flower fades, 

when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 
surely the people are grass. 

The grass withers, the flower fades; 
but the word of our God will stand forever. 

 
  
 

(Continued) 
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Get you up to a high mountain, 
O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
lift up your voice with strength, 

O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
lift it up, do not fear; 

say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” 
 

See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
and his arm rules for him; 

his reward is with him, 
and his recompense before him. 

He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
he will gather the lambs in his arms, 

and carry them in his bosom, 
and gently lead the mother sheep. 
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December 17 Joseph and the Angel Matthew 1: 18-25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to 
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, 
being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly.  But just 
when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of 
David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will 
bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill 
what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

 
 “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, 
 
 “God is with us.” 

When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but 
had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

 
  



 23 

December 18 The Sign of Emmanuel Isaiah 7: 10-17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as 
heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house 
of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give 
you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall 
eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows 
how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted. 
The LORD will bring on you and on your people and on your ancestral house such days as have not come since 
the day that Ephraim departed from Judah— the king of Assyria.” 
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December 19 The Annunciation to Mary Luke 1: 26-38 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged 
to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and 
said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered 
what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, 
and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 
He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, 
“How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 
And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who 
was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the 
Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
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December 20 Mary visits Elizabeth Luke 1: 39-47 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she entered the 
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. 
And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 
For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who 
believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”  

And Mary said, 
 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 
  and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
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December 21 The Wise Men Matthew 2: 1-12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, 
and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah 
was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:  

 
 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had ap-
peared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have 
found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set 
out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where 
the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, 
they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return 
to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
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December 22 Bethlehem Micah 5: 2-5 

 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me one 

who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 

 
Therefore he shall give them up 

until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
then the rest of his kindred shall return 

to the people of Israel. 
 

And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

And they shall live secure, 
for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 

and he shall be the one of peace. 
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December 23 The Shepherds Luke 2: 8-20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel 
of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel 
said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find 
a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 
 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”  

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what 
had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
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December 24 The People that Walked in Darkness Isaiah 9: 2-17 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness – 

on them light has shined. 
 

You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 
as with joy at the harvest, 

as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 

For the yoke of their burden, 
and the bar across their shoulders, 

the rod of their oppressor, 
you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 

For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
and all the garments rolled in blood 
shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

 

For a child has been born for us, 
a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. 

 

His authority shall grow continually, 
and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.  
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December 25 Birth of Jesus Luke 2: 1-7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the 
first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. 
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because 
he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 
engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And 
she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no place for them in the i 

 


